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Sir: 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

In a restriction requirement mailed June 16, 2006, the Examiner required 
restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 121 between: 

I. Claims 133-139 and 141-148, drawn to a plasmid comprising a 
heterologous pir gene having at least one mutation in the pir gene leucine 
zipper-like motif or the pir gene DNA binding region, and cells comprising 
said heterologous pir gene and a DNA molecule comprising a 
heterologous gene, a selection gene, a target region for a recombinase, 
and an conditional origin of replication, classified in class 435, 
subclass 320.1. 

II. Claim 140, drawn to the cell line XAC1pir116, classified in class 435, 
subclass 252.8. 

III. Claims 149-151 , drawn to a method for detecting a plasmid copy-up 
mutation comprising introducing at least one mutation into a target 
sequence, transforming the mutated target sequence into a host cell 
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comprising a plasmid wherein the plasmid comprises a nucleotide 
sequence encoding uroll methyltransferase and the copy number of the 
plasmid is effected by the target sequence, growing the host cell under 
conditions wherein the nucleotide sequence is expressed to produce a 
culture of cells, exposing the culture of host cells to UV, and detecting 
fluorescence, classified in class 435, subclass 29. 

Applicants provisionally elect to prosecute Group I, claims 133-139 and 141-148, 
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the pir gene leucine zipper-like motif or the pir gene DNA binding region, and cells 
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replication. 
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